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The results are in.
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The trouble with predicting the
markets

That’s Maths: Even
mathematical models such
as the Black-Scholes
equation are no help
against surprise market

upheavals

How music helps us to navigate a
world full of conflicts

One hypothesis is that
music helps us to
reconcile our conflicted
emotions when making
choices

Loneliness: the next big global
health problem?

It is predicted that
loneliness could reach
epidemic proportions by
2030 – and it is very bad
for your health
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The intrinsic value of our
universities must be preserved

A dynamic and well-
funded third-level
education system is a vital
part of our society

The Theory of Everything:
Stephen Hawking film is gripping
despite a black hole or two

The film is a must-see for
anyone with an interest in
science or intellectual
triumph, although it is
guilty of some

oversimplifications

Astronomers discover high
energy ‘super bubble’

First time super bubble
linked to such high energy
and seen in neighbouring
galaxy

Smartphones to
detect early
stages of
Parkinson’s
disease

Oversharing on
social media?
You don’t know
the half of it

Michel Destrade

Almost 30,000 ‘citizen
scientists’ gather data to save
bumblebees
Planting more flowers in cities could stop the decline of
bees, say experts

Almost 30,000 people joined in a Big Bumblebee Discovery
project over this summer, gathering large amounts of data
to help scientists monitor these potentially endangered
species.

This massive UK collaboration between “scientists-for-a-
day” and environmental experts came to an end just eight
days ago.

It will take months before it produces sound and verified
results, but a preliminary analysis presented today at the
British Science Festival indicates that cities are not as
hostile to bumblebees as might be expected.

Volunteers were asked to watch for the
arrival of the bees at plantings of lavenders,
record the time, location, weather and other
details of their visit.

They then uploaded their observations on a
website.

The scientists randomly checked the
validity of the sightings and found they
were reliable and of high scientific
standards.

Dr Helen Roy and Dr Michael Pocock from
the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology

agreed one way to address the concern about global decline
of bumblebee populations would be to plant more flower
resources in cities.

They said lavender represented a flower-rich oasis and
could support a large number of bumblebees in urban areas.

The two experts were enthusiastic about the involvement of
the public in this large-scale experiment.

At the festival of science underway in Birmingham, they
said it would change the way ecological data was collected
and some scientific research was conducted.

Citizen science could involve a large number of participants,
and yield large data at a low cost and very rapidly compared
to traditional scientific approaches, they said.

In recent years, the Mammal Ecology group at NUI Galway
has relied successfully on public input to track ranges of
grey and red squirrels, dormice and in a current campaign
Irish stoats.

Almost 500 sightings of bumblebees came from Northern
Ireland for the bee project.

Ireland has 101 native bee species, including 20 bumblebee
species.

One sub-variety (the Bombus muscorum var. allenellus) is
unique, and can only be found on the Aran Islands.

Prof Michel Destrade is Head of Applied Mathematics at
NUI Galway. He is currently at The Irish Times on
placement as a British Science Association media fellow in
association with Science Foundation Ireland

A bumblebee visiting a lavender plant during the Big Bumblebee Discovery
project in Britain. Photograph: EDF Energy
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Dáil suspended as Kenny tells Paul Murphy to
‘toddle along’

MH370 airplane search finds shipwreck in Indian
Ocean

David Norris refuses to remove Yes badge in
Leinster House

Key dissident held after suspects in bomb-making
targeted

Most employers demand 2.1 degree of applicants -
survey

Tusla denies Accord cut a ‘slap on wrist’ for
Catholic Church

Oppressive atmosphere created around
referendum debate

Ruby set in platinum ring with diamonds sold for
€27m

Nurse alleged to have locked dementia sufferer
in toilet

Key dissident held after suspects in bomb-
making targeted
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