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For the second year run-
ning NUI Galway will host 
a regional heat for FameLab 
2017, one of the biggest sci-
ence communication com-
petitions in the world.

If you think you can ex-
plain a scientific concept to 
a general audience, in just 
three minutes, then why not 
enter? You could become 
the new face of science, rep-
resent Ireland at the 2017 
FameLab International fi-
nals in the UK, and open 
doors to global opportunities 
in science communication.

The competition is open 
to people who apply sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing or mathematics in indus-
try or business; those who 
work on applying science, 
engineering, technology or 
mathematics (e.g. patent 
clerks, statisticians, consul-

tants to industry); lecturers 
and researchers in science, 
technology, engineering 
or mathematics, including 
specialist science teachers 
with a science degree; uni-
versity students of science, 
technology, mathematics 
or engineering aged 18 and 
over; and those who apply 
science, technology, mathe-
matics or engineering in the 
armed forces or government 
bodies.

Training for entrants will 
take place in Galway on 
Tuesday, 31 January, with 
the regional heat scheduled 
for Tuesday, 21 February. 
The event will be held at the 
Taibhdhearc Theatre, Gal-
way. The application dead-
line to enter the competition 
is Tuesday, 7 February. 

Successful candidates 
who make it through the 

initial regional heat stage, 
will be invited to attend an 
all-expenses paid ‘Com-
munication Masterclass’, 
which will take place in 
Dublin on the 25-26 March, 
to help develop invaluable 
STEM media and presen-
tation skills. The FameLab 
Ireland Final will be held at 
the Science Gallery, Dublin 
on Thursday, 13 April.

The aim of each presen-
tation is that the audience 
and judges should be left 
inspired and enthused about 
science. The winner will be 
a charismatic presenter who 
makes the science easy to 
listen to, entertaining, excit-
ing and who is not only able 
to communicate the science 
but who can share their pas-
sion for it.

To see terms and condi-
tions and to register your 

interest and take part in the 
Famelab Galway competi-
tion visit www.britishcoun-
cil.ie/famelab/enter-compe-
tition/apply

Contac t  f amelab@
ie.britishcouncil.org if you 
are unsure about your eligi-
bility and check www.brit-
ishcouncil.ie/famelab/pre-
pare-heats/regional to learn 
more about regional heats. 
Follow Famelab Galway on 
twitter @FameLab_Gaway.

Busy year ahead at 
Maoin Cheoil na Gaillimhe 
It’s a new year at Maoin 
Cheoil na Gaillimhe and with 
it one of the busiest schedules 
they have ever undertaken. 
   Because there has been 
such growth in talent, they 
are investing heavily in an 
international masterclass 
programme this spring. This 
is to provide onsite training 
for students here in the West, 
that map out learning paths 
to full professional develop-
ment.   
    In February there is a visit 

from Finland of Pirkko Simo-
joki, who is one of the world’s 
truly great string teachers, so 
great the music school had 
to wait three years to get her 
over, such is the demand for 
her teaching skills. 
     Then they have two treats 
for piano students. Mr Roy 
Holmes of DIT, and author 
of Dynamic Finger Power, 
will be conducting mentoring 
workshops in February. 
   In March they have Mr 
Philip Fowke, one of the 

finest English pianists of 
his generation. He will be 
providing high end master-
classes to senior students 
and teachers. Some of these 
workshops will be open to 
the public to see. 

In April there is a special 
event in combination with the 
Galway Community Circus. 
A live show in a big top, with 
the school orchestra provid-
ing the music, compliment-
ing the circus performers. A 
treat for all of the family. 

Because of the growth 
of interest in music lessons, 
most departments are now 
full, but there are some vacan-
cies in their piano department 
and colourstrings department 
for anyone looking for tuition 
of the highest quality. 

For enquiries contact 
091-528965, email admin@
mcng.ie or check out Maoin 
Cheoil na Gaillimhe on Face-
book.

Training programmes at 
Galway City Community 
Training Centre  
Galway City Community 
Training Centre aim to pro-
vide early school leavers and 
lone or independent parents 
with the skills, knowledge 
and self-confidence to gain 
nationally recognised quali-
fications and progress to 
employment, further training 
and education.

The Training Centre, 
which is based in the Liosbán 
Industrial Estate, provides 

a two year training course 
for early school leavers and 
lone or independent parents 
at level three on the National 
Qualifications Framework. 

Their programmes in-
clude a literacy intervention 
and a number of support 
measures, with previous 
learners gaining employment 
in restaurants, coffee shops, 
kitchens, hotels, takeaways, 
retail stores, garages, market 

gardens, garden centres and 
as landscapers. 

Other past learners have 
gone on to work as legal/
medical secretaries and per-
sonal assistants in offices, 
hospitals and financial insti-
tutions. Some past learners 
have also gone on to further 
education, studying at GTI, 
GMIT, NUI Galway, Gal-
way Community College 
and VTOS.

Galway City Community 
Training Centre provide stu-
dents with a supportive and 
caring learning environment 
where learners are helped and 
encouraged to develop their 
unique skills and talents. 

For more information visit 
www.galwayctc.ie, email re-
cruitgalwayctc@gmail.com 
or call 091-753849.

Call for entries to 
FameLab 2017

RIGHT - Professor Michel 
Destrades, School of 
Mathematics, Statistics 
and Applied Mathematics 
at NUI Galway, who won 
the 2016 Famelab Galway 
Heat  and was runner up 
of the national competi-
tion.
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